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Learning to Skateboard

P> The last box was finally unpacked at the new house. Zach had been
excited about moving to the city and about making new friends. He knew
he had several weeks to explore the neighborhood before school started,
and he realized that was plenty of time to learn his way around. He asked
his mom if he could walk to the nearby park.

From the road, the park looked like a giant green expanse. Now, he
saw that it was divided into different sections. The first thing that caught
his eye was the skate park. He sprinted to the gate and stood looking in at
the ramps and rails. He had a skateboard but had never learned to ride it.
The roads near his old house had been too rocky.

Just then, two boys zoomed up on skateboards and said hello. They
asked him if he skateboarded. He told them that he had a board but
had never had a place to learn. “Well, now you do,” they said, and they
offered to teach him. Their names were Matt and Pablo, and they went
to the same school he was going to attend. Zach happily agreed to meet
them for a lesson.

The following afternoon, Zach went to find the boys. After putting
on helmets and pads, Matt showed him how to stand on the board above
the axle. Pablo helped him practice pushing off, which is the movement
needed to get the board rolling. They also explained carving and
stopping. Zach practiced and also watched the other guys perform some
advanced moves they had mastered. After thanking his new friends, he
promised to come back every day. By the time school started, he had

learned to skateboard and had made two good friends.
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Rachel’s Box

B> The cat was making a mad dash to get away from the new puppy.
She was trying to get to her spot on the window ledge out of the puppy’s
reach. It was then that the cat knocked over the beautiful wooden box
that Grandmother had given to Rachel on her most recent visit. Steven
and Rachel could see what was going to happen, but neither one was able
to get across the room quickly enough to prevent it from happening.

Steven put the puppy outside while Rachel looked to see how badly
the box was damaged. When he returned, his sister was still staring at the
box. “Don’t worry,” Steven said, “It’s not that serious. I think I can fix it
for you.” Rachel smiled happily. Her big brother was always there for her
when she needed help.

They took the box to the kitchen for a closer look. The hinge needed
to be screwed back on and several of the inlaid stones would have to
be glued back in place. All in all, Steven thought they had been very
lucky. The box was more than two hundred years old, and it had fallen
on the hard floor. It had been a wedding present to their grandmother’s
great grandmother. For many years it had been passed down through the
family to the oldest granddaughter.

The brother and sister worked together, and soon the box was as
good as new. Rachel put the box in her glass cabinet. She didn’t want the
cat to get anywhere near it again. Because of Steven’s help, she knew she
would now be able to keep the box safe to give to her own granddaughter
some day. Rachel felt thankful to have such a wonderful brother.
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Lan’s First Day

B> It was Lan’s first day in her new school in the United States. She
had left China just one week earlier, so the English words her classmates
spoke sounded strange to her.

The teacher explained something and then passed out papers. Lan
didn’t understand what was on the papers and felt confused. She could
tell that her classmates were excited about what they were reading. From
their expressions, she guessed it was a story.

Some of Lan’s classmates gathered at the front of the room. They
talked in funny voices and made interesting expressions with their
faces. Slowly, Lan realized that the students were acting out a play. Lan
watched closely as a girl in a red cape skipped along and then stopped to
have a conversation with a tall boy. The boy smiled in a sneaky way and
growled like a wolf. “That villain is up to no good,” thought Lan.

In the end, the tall boy pretended to be an old woman in bed. When
the girl in the cape approached him, the boy sprang out of bed and
chased her. The girl outsmarted the wolf and escaped. Right then, Lan
recognized the story. It was similar to a tale her mother told her about a
wolf who tricked children by pretending to be a grandmother. Lan raised
her hand. “Lon Po Po!” she said excitedly.

Everyone looked at Lan in surprise. “That’s right, Lan,” said the
teacher. “This tale is similar to the Chinese story of Lon Po Po. It’s called
Little Red Riding Hood.”

Lan repeated the words slowly, “Little Red Riding Hood.” Everyone
smiled when they heard how well she spoke. Lan smiled shyly back and
thought, “This school is going to be fun!”
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A Poetry Contest

B> The class listened politely as the visiting author read some of her
poems. After the poet left, their teacher, Mrs. North, told them to get
out their writing notebooks. Mrs. North wanted each of them to try
writing a poem. Everyone started scribbling away. Everyone, that is, but
Brenden. He just stared at the blank page before him, wondering what to
write. Then, the bell rang. Mrs. North told them to finish their poems for
homework.

As Brenden walked home from school, an idea hit him. He would
write a poem about baseball! He loved baseball. At home, he sat down
at his desk and started writing. Brenden’s pen could barely keep up with
the words tumbling out of his head. He was even able to make his words
rhyme, which the guest poet had said could be difficult. The next day,
Brenden turned in his poem. He hoped his teacher would like it.

A few weeks later, Mrs. North called Brenden to her desk. She told
him that a local bookstore had asked teachers to enter poems, written
by their students, in the store’s yearly poetry contest. Brenden’s poem
had been selected. Mrs. North told him what a great honor this was.

His poem would be published in a book along with the other selected
entries. Also, each poet was to read his or her poem that Saturday at the
bookstore.

When Saturday came, Brenden went with his family to the
bookstore. Finally, it was his turn to read. Everyone clapped after he
read. When all the poems were recited, the store’s manager gave out
prizes. Brenden had won a gift card for having the best poem in his age
group. He thought that now he might like poetry as much as he liked
baseball!
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DIBELS® Progress Monitoring
Oral Reading Fluency

A Gift from the Past

> It was the middle of summer and too hot to play outside. Carmen
tried to think of something interesting to do. Her mother suggested
reading a book or starting a jigsaw puzzle. But Carmen wanted to do
something new. Her mother thought for a minute and then disappeared
down the hall. She returned with a long, slender box and explained that
it held an heirloom that had been in the family for many generations.
Carmen removed the lid and found a thick stick with a row of holes
carved into it. Her mother explained that it was a flute made from a piece
of bamboo.

“Your ancestors played this flute long ago in the mountains of Peru,”
she said. “It makes a sweet, haunting sound unlike that of any other
flute.”

Carmen felt how smooth and worn the flute was from being held and
played by many different hands. [t made her wish she could have known
the ancestors who played it.

Her mother demonstrated how to hold the flute. Carmen noted how
she rested the end of the flute on her chin with its opening near her
bottom lip. Her mother blew gently and raised and lowered her fingers,
creating a beautiful melody. Carmen loved the sound so much she
couldn’t wait to try it herself. She blew and blew but couldn’t make any
sound come out. With her mother’s coaching, she learned to tighten her
lips into a little half smile and to blow more gently. After a few more
attempts, she was able to blow one clear note.

Carmen spent the rest of the summer playing her flute. She practiced
covering and uncovering different holes to create different notes. When
she could play all the notes clearly, her mother taught her a short song.
After days of practice, Carmen could finally play it through smoothly. As
she played, she imagined herself in the mountains making music with her
ancestors. “Did they ever imagine someone like me, playing this flute far
in the future?” she wondered. It made her smile to think that maybe they
had.
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